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The Editor:

Stephen Jo Dubner's review of Yaffa Eliach's There Once Was a World is kinder than many and does not point out that book's many and serious shortcomings.

Unlike Theo Richmond's Konin: A Quest or Eva Hoffman's Shtetl (about Bransk), Eliach relies almost exclusively on Jewish sources (nothing a Gentile has ever written or stated has any bearing) and depicts virtually all Gentiles as pogromchiks, or potential pogromchiks consumed by hatred.

A case in point is the claim that Polish partisans carried out a pogrom in Ejszyszki after the Soviet "liberation".  In fact, the assault on the Sorenson home was one directed at an NKVD officer staying there.  The remaining Jews in the town were unharmed.

This charge, as well as others directed at the Polish Home Army, has been refuted in The Story of Two Shtetls, a scholarly publication of the Polish Educational Foundation in North America.  Soviet archival documents, now available to historians for several years, also confirm that it was the Soviet partisans, with whom the Jewish partisans were aligned, who launched a treacherous assault on the Polish partisans in the latter part of 1943.  Naturally, things went downhill from that point.

Yours truly,
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