Hate Crimes Unit

Toronto Police Services

May 28, 2003

Dear Sir or Madam:

Re:
Request for Investigation and Appropriate Action
Enclosed are excerpts from a book titled The Politics of Hate by John Weiss which can be purchased at the World's Biggest Bookstore (20 Edward St.) as well as online through chapters.indigo.ca.

We are particularly concerned about the following passage that appears at page 192:

"We can never know, but it seems likely that without the alliance with the West and the murderous policies of the Nazis toward Poles, a majority of Poles would have been willing participants and not simply indifferent bystanders during the Holocaust."

Leaving aside the fact that the claim has no basis in historical fact, this passage clearly suggests that, but for circumstances beyond their control, most Poles would have been actively murdering Jews during the Second World War.  In other words, they were on the verge of perpetrating a Holocaust.

This statement is equivalent to saying that except for constraints imposed on them, most Palestinians would be actively murdering Israeli Jews or most Jews in Israel would be murdering Palestinians.  In our view, it is calculated or prone to incite hatred toward an identifiable group.  In this caes, Poles are tarred as being potential murderers of Jews.

Please be advised that we are very cautious before speaking out against a publication, but in this case we deem the matter to be clearly reprehensible.  We are therefore requesting the Toronto Police Service to investigate and take appropriate action in this case, including the ceasing of dissemination of this book.

Yours truly,

Toronto District - Canadian Polish Congress
