December 22, 1998

Letters to the Editor

The Economist

25 St. James's St.

London SW1A 1HG

The Editor:

Re:
Poland's unburied past (Dec. 12)

Although the post-Communists are doing their best to prevent Stalinist criminals from going to trial, there have been some convictions, notably in the case of Adam Humer.  Strangely, the Economist detects in this a "desire for revenge," and suggests that "one day Poles will unpick the contradiction" between this and the "idea of national reconciliation." Ironically, this insight comes from a country which has tried Nazi criminals from other lands and is prepared to extradite General Pinochet to Spain.  Has the contradiction eluded the Economist or are there different measures for Stalinist criminals, who easily outdid their right-wing counterparts?

Yours truly,

Canadian Polish Congress, Toronto District 

